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cut them into slices, put them on a plate and tried to help the
Lady of the Vase to eat one. But she could only suck it and spit
it out. The Moon Lady was afraid they might be disturbing
her, so she made her turn her face to the wall, and she and
Hsi-men Ch'ing went out to talk about her.
"I am afraid she is in a very bad way/' the Moon Lady said.
"You ought to go and buy some boards for her coffin before
it is too late."
"So Brother Hua has just said, and I have spoken to her
about it. She said I must not spend much money because I
have so many people to provide for and I must think of the
future. It went to my heart. But I think I will wait until the
Priest P'an has been and then I'll see about the coffin."
"You don't realise the situation," the Moon Lady said*
"Look how she has changed. She has lost appetite till she
cannot even drink a drop of water. You still hope for her
recovery. We must face the facts. If she does get better, we
can give the coffin to somebody for charity. It will not cost
us much."
"I will do what you say," Hsi-mgfi Ch'ing said. He went
to the great hall and sent for PSn IV. "You know who has good
coffin boards for sale," he said. "Go with Ch'£n Ching-chi,
my son-in-law, and see if you can find a good set. Take the
money with you."
"I believe that Captain Ch'Sn, in the Main Street, has some
good boards," P£n IV said.
Hsi-men Ch'ing sent for Ch'gn Ching-chi and said to him:
"Go to the Great Lady and ask her for five pieces of silver.
Then go to look at the boards with PSn IV." Ch'en Ching-chi
hurried away, got the money, and went out with P£n IV. In
the afternoon they came back.
"We went to Ch'en's place and looked at all the boards he
has," Ching-chi said, "but we did not think them either
particularly good or very cheap. On our way back we met
Master Ch'iao. He told us that a scholar named Shang had a
very fine set of boards. His father bought them at Ch'eng-tu
in Ssti-ch'uan, where he used to be a judge. He brought them
for his own lady. There were two sets originally and they have
used one. They are of the kind known as 'Peach-Flower
Cavern', The set is complete in five pieces—sides, cover, top

